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celebrate imagine learn4th

	 Career Awareness and Education

	 College Aspiration and Knowledge

	 Reading and Financial Literacy

	 Family Engagement

PEAK has grown to serve over 2,000 
2nd, 4th, 6th and 8th grade students each year.

Since 2009, nearly 6,000 second graders have kick-started their PEAK 
experience by being encouraged to imagine their future with  
the help of local celebrity readers and college students. They have learned 
about the importance of reading, working hard in school and the concept 
of going to college. 

In 2009, Clayton & Lydia imagine their future.

2nd

Luke Mitchell  
Last Dollar Grant Recipient  

College: University of Akron
Major: Engineering

Money management skills and college 
going behaviors have been all the rage 
in College and Money Savvy 
Wildcats classrooms since 2010. 
About 5,000 fourth graders have been 
taught the difference between needs 
and wants while learning how  
to work towards long-term goals.

“A Call to College helped me find 
a program that fits what I wanted 
to do in pursuing higher 
education.”

clAYTON 
DRUMM
College: 
Ohio State Newark

Major: 
Pre-Law 

Lydia 
Green
College: 
Ohio State Newark

major:  
Social Work 

Ten years ago, the Providing Early Awareness & Knowledge (PEAK) 
program was introduced to inspire and educate Newark City Schools students 
and families about higher education opportunities with four objectives in mind:

The graduating class of 2020 is the first cohort of students to receive every 
year of programming A Call to College has to offer. Making the Class 
of 2020 the star, this annual report strives to showcase these graduates’ 
academic journeys while highlighting the history of the programming and the 
impact it has had on where they are today.

explore6th 9th planengage8TH

Initiated in 2015, Start Your 
Story programming has helped 
more than 2,000 freshmen plan for 
their high school career. Over the 
course of seven lessons, students 
learn about the importance of 
grades and GPA, getting involved, 
good attendance and more.

“My favorite A Call to College 
experience was the College 
Application Blitz because I 
loved being able to accomplish an 
adult-like task and I had helpful 
mentors that led me through the 
application process.” 

Iyanna Crumpton  
Last Dollar Grant Recipient  
Louis A. Mitchell Scholar Athlete

College: Otterbein University
Major: Nursing

Originally piloted in 2009, College, Careers & Cash curriculum as well as the 
Reality Store have been a huge success serving over 5,000 eighth graders to 
date. This programming provides foundational knowledge reinforced by a 
real-life simulation that drives home the value of the PEAK phrase 
“THE MORE YOU LEARN, THE MORE YOU EARN!” 

“A Call to College has helped me tremendously. They made the process of 
applying to colleges and getting prepared for the ACT a lot less stressful.  
I will always be grateful for all they did for me.”

Natazia Thomas
Last Dollar Grant Recipient  

College: Ohio State Newark
Major: Early Childhood Education

Learning what college is, why to go, and how to get there and afford it was just 
the start for sixth graders. Introduced in 2011, Kids2College programming has 
now provided nearly 4,500 sixth graders with an actual campus experience!

Musa Khan  
Last Dollar Grant Recipient  

College: Ohio State Newark
Major: Computer Science

“My favorite A Call to 
College memory was the field  
trip we took to Ohio Dominican 
University. We got to experience and 
see what college was like and how the 
food system was set up differently there 
than our school. ” 
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Sophomore classes 
totaling 1,600 students 
have been competing to give the top 
answers on the Family Feud game 
board since 2016. Using answers 
collected from their surveyed peers, 
students’ overall college knowledge is 
tested in a battle for a class pizza party 
and concepts learned beginning in the 
second grade are reinforced! 

journey Williams  
Last Dollar Grant Recipient College: Mount Vernon Nazarene 

Major: Nursing

“A Call to College has been an 
invaluable part of helping 
me decide to take the path to 
college, as well as aiding me through 
the whole process, from applying to 
reviewing financial aid packages and 
choosing a college.”

Hallie meadows 
Marion D. Wetzel Scholar

College: The Ohio State University
Major: Chemical Engineering

From meeting one-on-one with their 
own advisor, to exploring colleges and 
preparing for the ACT, juniors have 
utilized A Call to College services to 
help prepare for college since 2007. 

“I earned my best score on 
the ACT because of the many study 
opportunities that A Call to College 
provided!”

steven chiacchira 
National Merit Scholar

College: Miami University
Major: STEM

A hallmark of A Call to College services, 
senior advising began in 1991. 
2020 Seniors decided to turn their 
knowledge into action:

271 Attended Official 
Advising Sessions

111 Took the free ACT

146 Attended the College
Application Blitz

“I always knew college was part of my 
future, and A Call to College 
encouraged me to think broadly 
and apply to a range of schools. When 
award letters arrived this advice proved 
valuable. Some colleges were out of reach 
financially, but others were a good fit.”

87 Received help 
completing the FAFSA

Executive Director
Tara Houdeshell

Directors
Jen Anthony 
Sue Kent
Angelique Sharp
Brett Underhill

Associate Directors
Shannon Chiacchira 
Patty Myers
Julie Uible
Mandy Vadala

College Interns
Carmen Bishop
Brittany Butler

Diane S. DeLawder 
Chair
A Call to College, retired 

Sarah R. Wallace
Past Chair
First Federal Savings & Loan

Douglas C. Ute
Vice Chair
Newark City Schools

Thomas M. Cummiskey
Vice Chair
Park National Bank

Randall C. Anstine
Treasurer
Ernst & Young, LLC, retired

Paul M. Thompson
Secretary
First Federal Savings & Loan

Tom Ash
State Farm Insurance

Megan Evans
Licking County YMCA

Judith A. Franklin 
Park National Bank, retired

Prescott J. Koebel
Newark High School

Granger McKinney
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, retired

Cynthia M. Menzer
White Oak Partners, LLC

Faith M. Phillips
Ohio State Newark & COTC

Robin E. Somers
Ohio State Newark, retired		

Lynn O. Straker
A Call to College, Retired

Gary R. Walters
Clerk of Courts, Licking County

William W. Weidaw
Wilson, Shannon & Snow

William T. McConnell, emeritus
Park National Corporation, retired

Mission
To assure every qualified Newark City  

Schools graduate the opportunity  
to pursue higher education 

acalltocollege.org
PO Box 4145
Newark, Ohio 43058-4145
740.670.7424

A non-profit college access organization  
proudly serving students and families 
in the twelve buildings that comprise the  
Newark City School District.
 

Follow us.

2019 income:

9%

1%

26%
Contributions

64%
Investment Income

Newark City Schools

Grants

2019 Expenses:

57% Services 
to Students

29%

14%

Last Dollar 
Grants

Administrative 
Costs



3      4out ofThanks To our champions who donated from July 1, 2019 –June 30, 2020:

William & Constance Acklin
Catherine Allen
James & Marcella Amspaugh
Lowell Anstine
Randy & Lori Anstine
Tom Ash
Jerry & Betty Ashcraft
Lee Auer
Paul Barnes
Robert & Betty Barnes
Dewey & Marcella Barr
Harry Bay
J.R. & Judith Beall
Elizabeth Beattie
William & Karla Bentz
Barcy Bergstrom
Tammy Berry
Dick & Lois Bibart
James & Judy Bline
Keith & Lyn Boone
Tom & Chris Bowman
Donald Boyd
Myra Brandenburg
Thomas & Patricia Brannon
Michelle Brasseur
John & Dorothy Brown
Michael & Donna Brown
Gina Buckey
Michael & Barbara Cantlin
Kimball & Pam Carey
Cathy Carpenter
Century 21 Frank Frye Real Estate
Mike & Shannon Chiacchira
Charlie Claggett
Richard & Judy Clark
Ted & Betsy Cobb
James & Ellen Cooper
Ann Corby
Jerry & Connie Cotterman
Bob & Joan Cullen
David E. Reese Endowment Fund of the 
   Licking County Foundation
Elliot & Margie Davidoff
Judith Davis
Dan & Diane DeLawder
Audrey Dilucente
Glenn Divan
Kim Linkinhoker & Ann Donahue
Jonathan & Marcia Downes
Richard & Judy Doyle
Janie Drake
Gretchen Dunlap
Terrance Dunn
Phil & Marge Dupler (‘50)
Eli Lilly Foundation
Frederick & Brenda Ellas
Jesse & Susan Elliott

Leslie Emery
Edward & Sandra Erick
Sally Erickson
Estate of Mary Jane McDonald
Estate of Richard A. Saylor
Rebekah Estep
Daniel & Margaret Evans
Megan Evans
Pam Evans
Richard & Harriett Evans
Jeffrey Finkle
First Federal Foundation
First Federal Savings of Newark Scholarship  
   of the Newark Campus Development Fund
Nathan & Carolyn Firth
Judy Franklin
Robert Franklin & Jeannie Keene-Franklin
Sheldon & Barbara Fromson
Dick & Ann Fryman
Robert Gardner
Mark & Linda Giles
William & Lorna Glaunsinger
Susan Gleeson
Ron & Rosemarie Glover
Robert Graham
Larry & Ruth Green
Patrick & Carol Guanciale
Rodney & Joanne Guisinger
Marc & Connie Guthrie
Brad & Kendra Haire
Tom & Mary Beth Hall
Matt & Casey Hardy
Chris Haren
Julie Hawkinberry
Lee & Sally Heckman
Susan Wilkin Henry-Mounts
Hetuck Chapter DAR
Loren & Donna Hewitt
Ann Hickman
Sharon Hively
Harry & Leslie Holler
Home Instead Senior Care
Robert & Kathy Hoover
Cherisse Hopper
Sue Horn
Richard Newman & Tara Houdeshell
Clarissa Ann Howard
Norman & Laurie Huber
Janet Ignatius
Linda James
Jerry & Selma Markowitz Fund of the  
   Licking County Foundation
John and Julie Uible Fund of the  
   Licking County Foundation
David & Theresa Johnson
Gordon Johnson
Patsy Jones

David Fuller & Sarah Jones
Stephen & Joanne Jones
Gerald & Millie Juniper
Jerry Kaneff
Amber Keene
Pamela Kemmenoe
Joe & Irene Kennedy
Jim & Sue Kent
Rod & JoAnne Kiefus
James & Carolyn Kingsbury
John & Anne Klauder
Scott Koebel
Marcia Koester
Joseph & Nancy Kraft
Paddy Kutz
Jerry Larason
Ronald Larason
Steve Lawrence
Bill & Sue Leedale
Leslie Ann Lenzo
Licking County Foundation  
   Community Charitable Fund
Licking Memorial Hospital
Lloyd D. Hunter Memorial Fund  
   of the Columbus Foundation

Eric & Beth Lofgren
Mamie Long
Skip (‘63) & Linda (‘64) Lorenzen
Steven & Masako Lowry
Randy & Kim Lust
Patti Maidel
Wendy Mann
Marian S. Rogers Endowment Fund of the 
   Licking County Foundation
Douglas Marston
Geraldine Marston
John & Beth Martin
Michael Mate
John & Margaretta Mathis
Robert Mawhorter
Gerald McCann
John & Loretta McCollum
McConnell Designated Agency Fund of the 
   Licking County Foundation
Steve McCrillis
Gary & Martha McDonald
Roger McDonald
Steven McDonald & Jane Rindsberg
Bob & Pat McGaughy
MedBen
Ray Melick
Richard & Bess Mercer
Tim & Sandy Mercer
April Milby
Edward & Carol Miller
Gayle Miller
Cynthia Mitchell

David & Tickie Shull
Nancy Siegel
Mrs. Charles F. Sinsabaugh
Joan Sitler
Mary Ann Smith
Bill Snider
Noble & Kathy Snow
Jim & Robin Somers
T.J. Somers
Stephen South
Willie & Marian Spivey
Harriet Steffes
Randy & Lynn Stokely
Stonington Woods Condo Association
John & Lynn Straker
Ron & Beth Strawser
John Sutphen
The Ankele Family Endowed 
   Scholarship Fund of the Newark   
   Campus Development Fund

The Englefield Foundation
The John and Mary Alford Foundation
The John J. O’Neill A Call to College Scholarship
   of the Newark Campus Development Fund
The Lea Charitable Trust
The Lowinger Charitable Fund
The Nigh Law Group, LLC
Paul Thompson
Tom & Donna Thorpe
James & Anne Tims
David & Joan Trautman
Doug & Koreen Ute
Emma Lou Van Atta
Kenneth & Shirley Varner
Dwight & Andrea Wait
John & Sarah Wallace
Brittany Walters
Gary & Vicci Walters
Joyce Woolard
Craig Young

. 

“As a Newark City Schools Board of Education member and a parent I am so 
thankful to A Call to College for the tremendous work they do to educate, 
encourage and inspire the children of Newark. Messages inspired by PEAK 

regarding money, careers and college are being received by even the youngest 
of our students and greatly valued by our upperclassmen and graduates.  

To the donors I say a heartfelt “thank you” for contributions to the students 
of Newark City Schools that go well beyond the dollars you donate.” 
–Beverly Niccum, NHS Parent ’15, ’21; NCS Board of Education

“Students begin their PEAK journey in second grade by getting a 
glimpse of college through the eyes of local college students. By 8th 

grade, “Reality Store” prepares them for the reality of how your choices, 
personal and financial, determine your future. As freshmen enter high 

school, A Call to College is there to take them through to their final 
steps. With the generosity of Last Dollar Grants students walk out of 
our hallways into possibly the same college hallways they visited on 

their 6th grade campus visit, ready to build their future. It has been an 
absolute honor as a Newark City Schools building leader to implement 

the PEAK program from its inception and more importantly,  
watch how students learn and grow from year to year.”

- Cynthia Baker, NHS Parent ’24; Founding PEAK Partner, 
McGuffey Elementary Principal

“In my 38 years in education, I never saw a county wide educational community 
come together like we did twelve years ago when CAN DO Access (to college) 

whose partners included Central Ohio Technical College, A Call to College, 
Newark City Schools, Denison University, and Ohio State University at Newark, 
partnered to initiate the PEAK program. A Call to College fostered this strategic 
and important partnership which to this day has helped thousands of Newark 

City Schools students believe they CAN achieve their dreams and go to college!” 
– Ann Donahue, Founding PEAK Partner; Donor

Margery Mitchell
Molly C. Ingold Fund of the  
   Licking County Foundation
Kathy Montgomery
Mike & Cindy Morgan
Martha Morrison
Brian & Janine Mortellaro
John & Margaret Mottier
Nick & Holly Myers
Jerry & June Nethers
Michael & Susan Nethers
Newark City Schools
Newark High School Class of 1950
Newark High School Class of 1969
Newark High School/Newark Catholic 
   High School Alumni
Newark-Heath Rotary
Raymond & Janet North
Judy Null
Dorothy Oberfield
Ohio Capital Impact Corporation
Todd Pangborn
Stuart & Marcia Parsons
Patricia R. and Herbert J. Murphy        
   Foundation

Barbara Perzel
Kurt & Faith Phillips
David & Beth Pintz
Mary Poston
Charles & Barbara Price
Fred Pryor
David Pyle
Barb Quackenbush
Jeff Quackenbush
Barbara Ransopher
Lou Reese
Susan Reid
Keith & Angie Richards
Ruby Riedel
James Riley
Greg Robertson
Joyce Robinson
Sara Ruschaupt
Mary Ruth
Gary & Diane Ryan
David & Nancy Samson
Tracy Warner Sanner
Jim & Heidi Saunders
Richard Saylor
Michael & Sue Sayre
Dick Schmitz
Tom & Janet Schultz
Michael & Linda Shannon
Sharkey Family Fund
Angelique Sharp
Connie Crawford Shaw
Mark Shively

Gifts in memory of
Barbara Anstine • Mike Arnold • Katherine T. Brede
Classmates We’ve Lost • Charles and Virginia Deeds

Col. R. B. Franklin Sr. • William P. Lavelle • Marcia and Bates Lea 
Terrill Long • Helen Beard McCann • Sandy McCann

Jane Cook McConnell • Mary Jane McDonald • Dan Montgomery
Bob and Dotti Pricer • Gib Reese • Donald C. Ruschaupt

Richard A. Saylor • Carl E. Smith • Mary Ann Snider • Julia Spivey
 Richard Warner • William Russell Wright Jr. • Robert Young

Gifts in honor of
Marjorie Andrews • Judy Doyle • The Kutz Family • Gabriel Lowry

Michael and Cynthia Menzer • Jerry Nethers
Newark High School Class of 1945 • Howard Ridella


